
KINKAJOU BODY 
CONDITION 

SCORE

K ENN DA LL  HEN DE RS ON
C E N T R A L  F LO R I DA  Z O O  &  

B OTA N IC A L  GA R D EN S

THESE ARE GUIDELINES TO HELP. EVERY INDIVIDUAL WILL BE 

DIFFERENT.

THINGS THAT ARE BOLDED ARE SUBJECTTO INDIVIDUAL.



1-EMACIATED 
 BO DY I S  VERY ANGULAR WI TH  NO  FAT DEPO SITS. MINI MAL TO NO  MUSCLE 

MASS THRO UGHO UT TH E WH OLE BO DY.  VERY PROMINENT HI PS, FACI AL BO NES, 
RI BS, AND SP INE. *TAIL CANNOT COIL OR HOLD WEIGHT



2-VERY THIN
BO DY I S  ANGULA R WITH NO FAT DEPOSITS .  VERY LI TTLE  MUSCLE MA SS I S  SEEN 
THROUGHOUT THE BODY.  PRO MI NENT H IPS , FACI AL BO NES,  RI BS, AND SPI NE .  

*TAIL CANNOT COIL OR HOLD WEIGHT

Kokomo- Chattanooga Zoo.  Photo credits by Matt StantonRubee- Central Florida Zoo.  Photo credits by Kenndall Henderson



3-THIN
B ODY  IS  A NG UL AR  B UT NO  S HA RP ANG L ES  AND  WI TH  VE RY M INI MA L  FAT D E PO SI TS . 

H IPS ,  S P INE , AND  R IB S  AR E S L I GH TLY  PRO MIN ENT AND  R EAD ILY  PAL PAB L E.  H I PS,  S P IN E,  
A ND R I BS  H AV E A  SM AL L  AM OUNT  OF  MUS CL E  MAS S . * TAIL  M AY CO IL ,  CAN  H O L D A 

SM AL L  AM OU NT  O F WEIGH T

Figure 1- Thin Kinkajou (Courtesy of K. Wright, DVM)



4- LEAN 
BO DY I S  LESS ANGULA R DUE TO  A  SMALL AMOUNT O F FAT DEPO SITS. HIPS , 

SP INE,  A ND RI BS A RE NOT PRO MINENT AND PALPABLE WITH PRESSURE.  
OVERLYING MUSCLE MASS THROUGHOUT THE HIPS, SPI NE,  AND RIB S. *TAIL 

COILS READILY,  IS  STRON G,  AND CAN EAS ILY  HOLD WEIGHT

Fuego- Oregon Zoo.  Photo credits by Katie Gilmore Baby- Central Florida Zoo.  Photo credits by Kenndall Henderson



5- OPTIMUM 
B ODY  IS  NOT  ANG UL A R D UE TO  TH E FAT DEPO S IT S.  H IPS ,  S P INE , AND  R I B S AR E 

PA L PAB L E WI TH  F IR M PR ES S URE . A NI MAL S  A RE  WEL L  MUS CL ED  A ND H A VE  A  SM AL L  
A MOUNT  OF  FAT.  MUS CL E MAS S  AND  FAT LAYE R GI VE  H IPS  A ND S PI NE A  S MO OTH  BUT  

F IR M L AYE R.  * TAIL  C OIL S  R EAD ILY,  IS  STRO NG,  A ND  CA N EASILY HO L D  W EIGH T.

Judy- Central Florida Zoo.  Photo credits by Kenndall Henderson Melia- Discovery Cove.  Photo credits by Amanda Essman



6- SLIGHTLY OVERWEIGHT 
HI PS,  SP INE, AND RI BS NOT VISI BLE AND ARE PALPABLE WI TH  FI RM PRE SSURE. A 

SMALL AMOUNT OF FAT IS  PR ESENT AROUND TH E ABDOMEN.  *  *TAIL COILS 
READILY,  IS  STRONG,  AND CAN EASILY HOLD WEIGHT

Loki- Discovery Cove.  Photo credits by Amanda Essman



7-HEAVY 
HI PS AND SHOULDERS ARE SMOOTH BUT HAVE INCREASED ROUNDING.  BASE OF 
TAIL  BECOMES TH ICKENED. ABDOMINAL FAT IS  OBVIOUS WI TH  ROUNDING A ND 

SAGGINESS.  * TAIL CAN NOT COIL TIGHTLY AN D BECOMES  S OFT.

Rodney- Reptiland. Photo credits by Kathryn Allen



8- OBESE 
A B D O M E N  W I LL  B E  ST I C K I N G  O U T  WH E N  S I T T I N G / LAY I N G .  P R O MI N E N T  FAT  I N  N EC K .  T H E  B A SE  

O F  T H E  TA I L  I S  T H I C K E N E D.  H I PS ,  R I B S ,  A N D  SP I N E  A R E  D I FF I C U LT  TO  PA L PAT E  D U E  TO  T H E  
L A R G E  A MO U N T  OF  FAT.  *  TA IL  C A N NO T  C O IL  T IG H T LY  AN D  BE C O M E S  S O F T.



9-MORBIDLY OBESE 
O B V I O U S  A N D  LA R G E  FAT  DE PO S I TS  A R OU N D  T H E  H I P S  A N D  R I B S .  H I P S ,  R I B S ,  A N D  S PI N E  A R E  

E XC E E DI N G LY  DI F F I C U LT  T O  PA L PAT E  D U E  TO  T H E  L A R G E  A M OU N T  O F  FAT.  L A R G E  A MO U N T S  O F  
FAT  A R O U N D  A B DO M E N  M AY  A LT E R  M O VE ME N T  A N D  P O ST U R E .  *  TA IL  C A N NO T  C O IL  T IG H T LY  

A ND  B EC O M ES  S O FT.

Figure 2- Obese Kinkajou (Courtesy of D. Eshar, DVM, Philadelphia, PA.)
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