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Abstract 

 

Body condition Scoring (BCS) is a non-invasive, cost-free tool to evaluate the extent of external 

(subcutaneous) adipose tissue on the skeletal structure of an animal.  A five point scale was initially 

developed for cheetahs in 2007 (Dierenfeld et al).  In 2011, Reppert, et al began the transition of the BCS 

scales for cheetahs to a 9 point scale (scores 2/3 and 7/8 were each grouped together).  This work 

further hones that scale to delineate 9 distinct scores in a common format with associated images and 

descriptions.  Images were gathered from a variety of sources; however, appropriate pictures (correct 

aspect, angle, shading, etc) could not be assigned across all 9 condition scores, and the description 

stands alone for one score.  We fully expect these scales to be refined further as we gather additional 

information and find the best  image for each score (it is a living document).  We hope that facilities 

managing cheetahs will employ this document to enhance the nutritional welfare (weight, condition, 

diet) of the animals in their care. 
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