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Abstract

Body condition Scoring (BCS) is a non-invasive, cost-free tool to evaluate the extent of external
(subcutaneous) adipose tissue on the skeletal structure of an animal. A five point scale was initially
developed for cheetahs in 2007 (Dierenfeld et al). In 2011, Reppert, et al began the transition of the BCS
scales for cheetahs to a 9 point scale (scores 2/3 and 7/8 were each grouped together). This work
further hones that scale to delineate 9 distinct scores in a common format with associated images and
descriptions. Images were gathered from a variety of sources; however, appropriate pictures (correct
aspect, angle, shading, etc) could not be assigned across all 9 condition scores, and the description
stands alone for one score. We fully expect these scales to be refined further as we gather additional
information and find the best image for each score (it is a living document). We hope that facilities
managing cheetahs will employ this document to enhance the nutritional welfare (weight, condition,
diet) of the animals in their care.
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1

Extreme
low

- Neck vertebras
visibla

- Ridge of shoulder
blade sharply
visible

- Ribs visible

- Sharp transition
between neck /
shoulder and torso

- Verebras
visible

- Individual
lumbar
vertebras
visible

- Severs tuck

- Point of hips shamp
- Paint of buttocks

sharp

- Banes in tail may
be visible

- Hip angle line
Concave

Very low

- Minimal coverage
over neck
verebras

- Ribs visible
- Shoulder does not
flow smioothly to

- Verebras
along topline
visible

- Point of hips with
minimal coverage
- Point of buttocks

- Ridge of shoulder torso, angular - Oitline of angular with minimal
visible but slightly  tramsition lumbar COverage
covered vertebras - Hip angle line
visible COnNCave
- Olbvious tuck
3 - Shoulder blade - Ribs barely - Vertebras - Paoint of hips and

Low

visible, ridge

visible / shadowed

begins to disappear - Shoulder does not

flow smioothly to
torso

- Torso shape siill
narmrow, flattened

along topline
visible

- Lumbar
vertebras
imdividually
visible with
roumnding
dorsally, slight

rounding of skin

falling from tips

point of buttocks with
slightly round heads
- Hip angle concave
to flat

- Tailhead protrudes
with depressions
both sides

4

Moderately
low

- Shoulder blade
visible, no ridge
apparent

- Ribbs not visible

- Torso shape
starting to round

- Shoulder transition
to torso distinct but
smoother

- Topline mildly
coverad

- Lumbar
vertebras
visible but
starting to look
like a s=t

- Points of hips and
buttocks slightly
visible, beginning to
round

- Hip angle flattening
- Tailhead visible but
blending into hip at
tail bas=

5

Moderate

- Shoulder blade
flat but no ridge

Meck /
Shoulder

- Shape of torso just
apparent, starting to
round

- Shoulder flows
smcothly into torso

Torso | Ribs

- Topline
moderately
covered, flatter
in appearance
- Lumbar
vertebras not
visible, obvious
roumnding

- Paoint of hips and
buttccks rounded
- Tailhead may be
slightly wisikle

Hips / Buttocks/
Tailhead
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- Shape of torso just
apparent, starting to
roumd

- Shoulder flows
smoothly into torso

- Topline
moderately
covered, flatter in
appearance

- Lumbar vertebras
niot visible, obvious
rounding

- Point of hips and
butiocks rounded
- Tailhead may be
slightly visible

[ - Shoulder blade
Moderately E;EI_'I’;”'”Q to
high

- Shape of torso
disappearing

- Almast smooth
transition between
shoulder and forso

- Tepline smooth,
almost flat in
appearance

- Lumbar vertebras
roumd

- Tuck weakening

- Point of hips
almost disappeared
(flat across top)

- Tailhead barely
visible, blemds into
nump

- Shoulder blade
reunded and
starting to
disappear into
neck and torso

- Torso rounded in
appearance

- Full body almost
completely blended
together

- Weak tuck, if any

- Tepline flat in
appearance

- Lumbar regicn
blends with points
of hips across top

- Mo points of hips
apparent

- Tailhead blends
with rump, no ridge

- Shoulder round
amd blends into
chest

- Chest
prominent,
obvious fissue
deposition
between front
legs

- Torso barrel-
shaped

- Lower torso
begins to roumnd
below the ribs

- Mo tuck

- Tepline flat,
possibly rounded
over shoulders and
lumbar region

- Hip and butiocks
nat visible.

- Tailhead not
visible, blemds with
rump, may be lower
than surrcunding
tissue

- Tail base
thickening

o] - Chest full,

Extremely Culgingin
hiah appearance
g - Meck rounded

- Shoulders
bulging behind
and on top

Maslanka and Crosier 208

- Torso bulging, no
distinction bebtween
body sections

- Abdomen
rounded, pendulous
fat between hind
legs

Torso | Ribs

- Tepline has a flat,
table-like
appearance

- Lack of definition
thiroughout bady

Topline /
Lumbar I Tuck

- Hips. butiocks,
tailhead, rump
completely round,
bulging in
appearance

- Thickened tail
basze

Hips /
Buttocks/

Tailhead




